1. Controversial
1. Different
2. Almost tabu
2. Descriminated
1. Not understood
2. They don’t want to be a part of the society.
3. Law abiding – are they?
1. Refuse military
2. Takes their punishment
3. Non-violent
4. Rape and molesting
4. Old fashioned

1) http://amishamerica.com/category/controversies/
2) http://amishdarkside.blogspot.no/
3) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amish
4) http://blogs.discovery.com/tlc-new-now/2012/09/6-surprising-things-you-might-not-know-about-the-amish.html
5) http://www.abc2news.com/dpp/news/national/amish-woman-says-sex-scandal-forced-her-to-leave-settlement













Amish; One of the fastest growing religious groups in the US
[image: n the rise: A graph shows the predicted population growth for the Amish]The reason for doing this project is for the pupils to be more aware of the quality of the information the internet is feeding them. They should much rather reflect than acknowledge the texts they are reading on the internet. By doing this project, the pupils are prepared to face sources and evaluate them critically.
Why I chose the Amish people: The Amish people are in many ways a different and mind-blowing type of people. Since they forbid all kinds of modern technology and don’t commit nor care about politics, they live a very simple yet tough life. Their food, medicine and tobacco are all self-grown, so they do not depend on others. One of the biggest myths about the Amish is that they don't pay taxes, they do, but they do not take handouts as for example welfare from the government, since unemployment is so low. Therefore they are a totally independent people that have secluded themselves from our society. The Amish people live mostly in societies in America, but there are also some Amish to be found in Canada.
The Amish community descents from the Swiss Brethren, which of whom immigrated to America and started radical Anabaptist communities on the east coast of America. The Amish movement takes its name from a Swiss Mennonite leader named Jakob Ammann (c. 1656 -c. 1730)


There are about 250 000 Amish people currently in the United States of America, and the numbers are still rapidly increasing. Studies show that by 2050 the Amish community will have quadrupled to one million people. At average, each Amish couple has 7 kids, compared the American society where an average couple has 2.3 kids according to Greg Carlson at the University of Rochester. 
The Amish do not practice any form of court of law, but families and individuals can be shunned (The family or the individual is banned from going to church and often work, for a specific period of time). In other words, the church has autocratic governance in the societies. The religious group is non-resistant, Amish men refuse to contribute in the military, and are therefore often sentenced to jail for refusing military. They accept their punishment since they are non-resisting people. After a couple is married it is expected that the man is growing a full beard, but without the mustache. The mustache is left out because the Amish associate it with European military officers and militarism in general.
The first source is a blog post written by Iuval Clejan and it is a critical text, where the author really goes into great detail on what he finds troubling with the Amish community, the second source on the other hand is written by anonymous authors all over the world, contributing to make the best, and most objective and informative text about the Amish. The "Amishdarkside" is a blog created by an author that goes by the name Caroline, in other words, an anonymous author. This critical article is my third source since I thought the author had some really interesting points. Fourth I chose "6 surprising things you might not know about the Amish", which I thought might be interesting to evaluate. Last but not least the article about an Amish woman that was forced to leave her settlement after she was sexually abused by a Amish leader called Sam Mullet Sr. This particular article is by a newspaper called ABC2 with an anonymous journalist.
The Amish darkside: This article is created by an author called Caroline, and it is made for people to open their eyes about the Amish community, and for people to look at them in a certain way. The author uses facts, and clearly has done a lot of research on the subject before she started writing. She is stating numerous facts probably from another source on the Internet, so the facts may not be very reliable. The author has written a lot of critical blog post about the Amish community, criticising everything from horse buggies and animal abuse to oppression of women. She clearly has a made up opinion about the Amish, and she does not look at the cases in others shoes.
The text is not objective at all, since she openly criticises the way Amish run their settlements, and she uses a lot of opinions supporting her facts to claim compassion.
The blog is written by one person, and she has no sponsorships. The author has one point of view. She is either writing on the oppressed peoples side, or against the criminal. The blog is probably not a comedy nor a satire, it is simply a blog against the Amish community.
She does not use any sources supporting her facts, so the facts might be fake or not reliable. Another thing that makes me curious is why she doesn’t have any comments on the blog, either for or against her claims.









Wiki: This particular article is published by Wikipedia, that has thousands of authors that write for one common goal; creating the most objective articles on the internet. The source is from a peer-reviewed publication, meaning that there has been several authors editing each other’s texts. There are about 70 sources stated behind every statement and there was only 3 sentences that did not have any sources at all. The source seems credible because of their extended use of sources. There is no way to find out who has written the article, if the authors did not state their name, it is an option to remain anonymous after editing a Wiki-page. 
Originally, the article was created 23:54, 2 June 2002‎ and last edited 00:52, 21 February 2013‎, in between these dates there has been more than 6000 edits, so the material is updated very frequently to ensure the correctness of the content.
Wikipedia has some rules for their authors, maybe the most important one: 
Editing from a neutral point of view (NPOV) means representing fairly, proportionately, and as far as possible without bias, all significant views that have been published by reliable sources. All Wikipedia articles and other encyclopaedic content must be written from a neutral point of view. NPOV is a fundamental principle of Wikipedia and of other Wikimedia projects. This policy is non-negotiable and all editors and articles must follow it.
Wikipedia is a non-profit page that has no advertisement what so ever. The page displays a neutral objective perspective throughout the article. There are no meanings, nor other statements than plain facts and quotes. The source was created to educate people in a neutral perspective about the Amish community.
I would say this Wikipedia page is highly reliable, since it is currently updated and the authors has used numerous of sources to stick with their facts and quotes. 

The third source is by TLC also known as The Learning Channel, owned by Discovery Networks.
The headline claims to have information "that I might not know about the Amish", so this is written to learn, shock and maybe as entertainment. Since TLC is currently showing a docudrama about runaway Amish, this may be more for entertainment than to educate. 
The author, Julie Gerstein, is also a journalist for a webpage called "The Frisky", the page is mainly about celebrity gossip, and beauty tips for women. After the background check about the author, she might not be as reliable as other sources, since her aim in her line of work is to shock people, and bring them gossip.
Factual information cannot be verified since she does not claim any sources to go with her statements, the author also uses an undertone, and she is quite subjective in her claims. It is clear that she has a critical view on the Amish people. For example, she uses words like "ironically enough" and "downright weird" to show her critical view on the matters she writes about.
"Amish Women Aren't Married In White: What non-Amish consider traditional, Amish consider downright weird. Women are married in blue or purple gowns, and don't wear makeup or jewellery."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here the headline is clear, the author thinks it’s weird that the women doesn't wear white at their weddings, she figures it is "normal" in our society to dress white and there for she could use this statement to shock the readers.







1) http://culturalspeciation.blogspot.no/2011/08/critique-of-amish-society.html
2) http://amishdarkside.blogspot.no/
3) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amish
4) http://blogs.discovery.com/tlc-new-now/2012/09/6-surprising-things-you-might-not-know-about-the-amish.html
5) http://www.abc2news.com/dpp/news/national/amish-woman-says-sex-scandal-forced-her-to-leave-settlement
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According to a comprehensive
research study by Ohio State University, the Amish
community population Is expected to exceed
Tmillion around 2050, tripling thelr current numbers|
and doubling their seftiements.
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