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commute - travel some distance between one's home and place of work on a regular basis. 

grade-point average - standardized measurements of varying levels of comprehension within a subject area.
streetwise - having the skills and knowledge necessary for dealing with modern urban life.
observant - quick to notice things.
standing in my cotton shirt and Levi jeans for the past two hours  - a useful expression.
shrivel - wrinkle and contract, or cause to wrinkle and contract, through loss of moisture.
like a dog sniffing out a bone – He walked around like a dog sniffing out a bone.
in the heart of – in the centre of.
scavenging - search for and collect (anything usable) from discarded waste.
contentedly - feeling or expressing happiness or satisfaction.
where the smell of – a useful expression. 
mixed racial heritage - people whose ancestries come from multiple races.
exotic features – features that are unusual. 
fair-skinned – light skin.
caucasian - relating to or denoting a broad division of humankind covering peoples from Europe, western Asia, and parts of India and North Africa.
adolescent - in the process of developing from a child into an adult.
reversal - a change to an opposite direction, position, or course of action: a dramatic reversal in population decline.
double-bind – a dilemma which an individual (or group) receives two or more conflicting messages, with one message negating the other.
in favour of - favoring a proposition, opinion, etc.
being a minority - the smaller portion.
stature - the height of something, especially a person or animal when standing.
asset - a useful or valuable quality, person, or thing; an advantage or resource
my aversion to – a useful expression. Aversion means a fixed, intense dislike. 
fixed – here: not subject to change or variation; constant.
illiterate – unable to read and write.
recess – here: a break between classes at a school
exclaim - to cry out suddenly or vehemently.
eccentric - to deviate from normal forms of behaviour especially in a bizarre manner
enduring – permanent, lasting.
persona - the aspect of a person's character that is presented to or perceived by others.
distorted - to twist out of a proper or natural relation of parts; misshape.
physical – in Norwegian: fysisk
psychical – in Norwegian: psykisk
props - an object placed beneath or against a structure to keep it from falling or shaking; a support.
iconic status - relating to or characteristic of somebody or something admired as an icon.
ground to a halt – a useful expression. To slow down and stop.
at a bit of loss – confused, unsure.
at last, at long last – a useful expression. 
incinerated - to burn completely.
decay - to break down into component parts; rot.
ushered – here: cause or mark the start of something new.
tentatively – hesitant, uncertain.
obesity - increased body weight caused by excessive accumulation of fat.
