Essay Reminders
1. Avoid unnecessary shift in tense; these can be confusing to the reader.
Incorrect – She walked into the room, and she says, “The lights of the car outside are on”
Correct – She walked into the room, and she said, “The lights of the car outside are on”
2. Reduce wordiness! Avoid using meaningless words and phrases. Some may include: ‘very’, ‘a lot’, ‘stuff’, ‘I believe’, ‘in my opinion, ‘for the fact that’, ‘to conclude what I have stated in this paper’, ‘I just want to say’, ‘my essay is going to cover’ and so on.
3. Remember how to format titles: Longer works (novels, magazines, movies) are underlined or italicized (ex: Huckleberry Finn). Shorter works (poems, articles, short stories) are placed within quotations (ex “Theme for English B”)
4. Avoid using the second person ‘YOU’. If you are writing about yourself, use first person ‘I’ or ‘me’. Otherwise, consistently use third person. ‘YOU’ is an unclear pronoun. Who is “you”?
5. Pay attention to pronoun/antecedent agreement. Remember that pronouns that end with ‘body’ or ‘one’ are singular. Example: Every (single) body should have his (not their) name on the card.
6. When referring to a person, use the pronoun ‘who’ rather than ‘that’.
7. Write in active voice rather than passive voice unless you do not know the performer of the action, you don’t want to reveal the performer of the action, or you want to emphasize the receiver of the action. While the passive voice can be awkward, the active voice is forceful.
Active: Julia Alvarez wrote “Daughter of Invention”.
Passive: “Daughter of Invention” was written by Julia Alvarez.
8. Common abuses: ‘myself’, ‘would of’, ‘a lot’, ‘even know’
9. Pay attention when using mixed doubles.
        there/their/they’re    your/you’re   to/too
10. Your essays should always contain a title that offers insight about the content of your paper and captures your reader’s attention from the start. A on word title, Slavery, doesn’t accomplish this. 
